
  

Fallsington Monthly Meeting 

October 2010 Newsletter 

Calendar 

Saturday, October 9, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Historic Fallsington Day   

Sunday, October 10, 10:00 a.m.  Adult Class: "Living from the Center: Mindfulness Meditation 

and Centering for Friends."   

Sunday, October 17, 10:00 a.m.  Adult Class: "Kindling a Life of Concern: Spirit-Led Quaker 

Action." 

Sunday, October 24, 10:00 a.m.  Adult Class: "Integrity, Ecology, and Community: The Motion 

of Love." 

Sunday, October 31, 10:00 a.m.  Adult Class:  Peace and Service – Intergenerational Program 

with a Peace Center trainer. 

Saturday, Nov. 27 – Leaf Raking 

***More information about all these calendar items below.*** 



Historic Fallsington Day  is Saturday, October 9.  The Meetinghouse will be 

open to visitors and some groups who might use the facilities to change into costume, etc.   

Friends, this is a wonderful opportunity for outreach.  Being present for an hour or two to greet 

people can make a world of difference to those visitors who think that Quakerism is a bygone 

religion.  Some of us have signed up for specific time slots, but the more the merrier.  Stop in to 

see your fellow Friends and make new ones.  



Adult classes for October will focus on summarizing the rich resources we have in the 

Pendle Hill pamphlets that our meeting subscribes to.  The topics are varied, and the 

conversations will be rich as we hear a summary of the ideas presented and then open up our 

time in adult class for discussion on the topic.  Adult classes start at 10:00 a.m. and childcare is 

available. 

~  from the Worship & Ministry committee 

  

Adult Class schedule: 

Sunday, October 10, 10:00 a.m. – David Brimmer will lead us in a conversation on the Pendle 

Hill pamphlet "Living from the Center: Mindfulness Meditation and Centering for Friends" by 

Valerie Brown.  This essay explores the Quaker spiritual practice of centering or ‘centering 

down’ as we ‘wait upon the Spirit’ during meeting for worship.  It examines how the Buddhist 

practice of mindfulness complements centering and our spiritual experience of meeting. 

 

Sunday, October 17, 10:00 a.m. – Violet Devlin will lead us in a summary and discussion of the 

Pendle Hill pamphlet "Kindling a Life of Concern: Spirit-Led Quaker Action" by Jack Kirk. In 

his pamphlet, the author discusses how concerns arise and are opened to us, how we may 

test them, and how we may find in them a center of spiritual gravity for our lives.  How do we 

discover our callings as individuals, and what is our calling as a community of Friends? 

 

Sunday, October 24, 10:00 a.m. – Sandy Otis will guide us through the pamphlet: "Integrity, 

Ecology, and Community: The Motion of Love" by Jennie M. Ratcliffe.  Pendle Hill describes 

the pamphlet: "A spiritual awareness of our oneness reminds us that we live in intimate 

relationship and kinship with each other, the earth, and the Divine.  Grounded in reciprocity, 

reconciliation, simplicity, and nonviolence, this awareness can guide us toward a deeper 

integrity, a reverence for the human and natural communities upon which we depend, and more 

sustainable ways of living." 

  

Sunday, October 31, 10:00 a.m. – Peace and Service:  Intergenerational Program with a Peace 

Center trainer. 

  

Looking ahead, the Saturday after Thanksgiving is our annual tradition of leaf raking day 

at the Meetinghouse.  If you stay at home for the Thanksgiving holiday, please set aside some 

time on Saturday to work around the Meetinghouse grounds.  There is always hot food and lots 

of camaraderie.  Mark your calendar.  

  

The annual appeal is coming up.  You will receive a letter in the not-too-distant future 

asking for your contribution to Fallsington Meeting. 

  

  

Every drip and drop of water that goes down your drain, whether it is clean or not, goes to a 

waste water plant for treatment. That costs us all money and causes increased pollution from 

chemicals and greenhouse gas emissions used in treatment. Save water! 

  

~ This Ecology Tidbit is brought to you by the Caring for Creation Task Force of the 

Lower Bucks Center for Church and Community 



 Clerk's Corner:  Our new Clerk, Melanie Douty-Snipes, writes:   

 

Hello Friends, 

 

I think I can speak for Liza, Amy and myself that we are excited to serve the Meeting as your 

Clerks' team!  Please feel free to contact us with questions, concerns or ideas to enliven business 

meeting or about building community in the meeting.  

  

Gratitude was lifted up at business meeting for Sandy Otis' more than 20 years as our treasurer. 

She helps us to remember the value of correspondence along with business and personal 

contact. She has quietly kept the meetings' books – accounts payable, scholarships, donations – 

so many details, in meticulous books.  Although stepping down as treasurer she has elected to 

continue: coordinating the cleaning of the meetinghouse, watering the plants, purchasing paper 

goods and serving on the Care and Concern, Property, and Worship and Ministry Committees.  

Thank you so much Sandy! We hope that with more consistent volunteering by the rest of us, she 

will not need to stay to finish the dishes each week after refreshments as she has for so long.  

Let's relieve her, Brenda and Marion of that. 

  

We also appreciated the service of Lisa Collins' and Jonathan Snipes' 5 years as the Clerks' team. 

They have been a steady force holding our Meeting together and we are so grateful for their care, 

devotion and patience!  They'll be serving on committees, but hopefully getting more spiritual 

rest when they come to Meeting now. 

  

Most meetings only ask a clerk to serve for two years, with the next clerk being trained up along 

the way. We have instituted term limits for the clerk and yearly check-ins with everyone serving 

on committees to make sure that they want to continue serving in the same capacity. Our goal: 

to be reasonable about what we ask of people, and to be constantly developing leadership within 

the community.  A beautiful thing!  

  

Thank you to all those who came to business meeting.  It is always inspiring to hear about 

different projects Meeting members and attenders are working on and to consider things together 

as a body.  Creating and managing an agenda is an art I look forward to cultivating.  Hope to see 

everyone there next month to add your Light to the process. 

  

Peace,   

Melanie 



 

AFSC has a new traveling exhibit: Windows and Mirrors, a provocative art exhibit on 

the human cost of war, including forty-five 4’ x 6’ murals created by U.S. and international 

artists to memorialize the civilian casualties in Afghanistan, and a collection of artwork by 

Afghan school children about living with war.  These windows on a war-torn country are also 

mirrors reflecting our own identity as a nation at war. 

October 7 – November 7, 2010, at the Arch St. Meeting House, 4th & Arch Streets, Philadelphia 

For more information about the exhibit and related public programs, visit: 

www.afsc.org/windowsandmirrors.  

Volunteers are needed to help promote and host the exhibit and related events. Email: 

exhibit@afsc.org 

http://www.afsc.org/windowsandmirrors
http://us.mc532.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=exhibit@afsc.org


This is the first email from Jim and Debbie Fine from September 24: 

  

Dear Friends,  

We arrived in Amman, Jordan yesterday after three days in Winnipeg, Canada . We had a 

smooth and basically uneventful flight except for the extremely high security presence at the 

Royal Jordanian Airline departure gate at O'Hare International in Chicago . We never found out 

what was going on, if anything was. As I write, I can hear the muezzins in the mosques 

throughout the city calling the faithful to Friday prayers. I am writing from the Mennonite 

Central Committee office here in the Jabel al-Webdeh section of the city. This is an older, 

residential part of the city that remains much as it was when we were here in the 1970s with two-

three story apartment houses along tree-lined streets radiating from traffic circles centered with 

small parks. The streets are quiet today, with most of the shops closed because it is Friday, 

the Muslim sabbath. The weather in the city is warm, dry and dusty - typical for this time of year. 

Yesterday there was a sandstorm that left a thin patina of dust over all surfaces, but there is a 

pleasant breeze blowing today that makes it quite comfortable out of the direct sun. 

  

The MCC offices are also closed today so Jim and I have the place to ourselves. the office 

is simple but welcoming, colorful and nicely appointed - a good place to get reacquainted with 

the area. 

  

We will be here in Jordan until October 1 and then it is off to Iraq. 



Forgive this unabashed display of grandmotherly pride because the little boy in the story is 

my grandson:  Jenny, John, Jack and Maya are members of Montclair Monthly Meeting in NJ.  

A new family has been attending recently and talking openly about the stress in their lives, in 

part because their little boy of two was very upset at Meeting and was about to take that 

separation anxiety into full-time day care.   Jack heard his own mother discuss the situation one 

weekday and he said that they needed to call and find out if the little boy was okay.  The call was 

much appreciated by the worried parents.  The next Sunday, at First Day School class, Jack, aged 

7, went over to the little boy’s sister in this family, aged 4, and helped her out of her seat and put 

his arm around her as they came into the Meetinghouse.  Her mother, moved to tears by Jack’s 

show of concern, told the Meeting that Jack’s kindness was an example of the love that she 

hoped she would find at a Quaker Meeting. 

~  Marion Snipes 

 

 

Please hold in the Light:  
Sue, Ed, and Lianna Jasciewicz.  Ed is recovering from a head injury following a bad fall.  He 

has had several surgeries and will be moving to rehab soon.  Also Fred and Cheryl Veith and 

their families.  Fred's mother is doing better but still has cancer.  Cheryl's father also is ill. 



Thanks to all who donated "squibs" for this newsletter.  If you have news or items for next 

month's newsletter, please send them to Marion Snipes at garden6877@verizon.net. 


