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CALENDAR:  

Saturday, October 8, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  Historic Fallsington Day.  Join us for 
meetinghouse tours, cider press demonstrations, a scavenger hunt, and an oatmeal cookie contest! 
 
        7:00 p.m. Benefit Concert featuring Quaker recording artists Faith and Practice and Jon Watts  

Sunday, October 9, 16, and 23, 10:00 a.m.  Adult Class.  Expectant Listening: Finding God’s Thread of 
Guidance .  Reading and discussion led by John DiMino, Violet Devlin and Sandy Otis (see below). 

Sunday, October 30, 10:00 a.m.  Adult Class.  From the Peace and Service committee.  Details to follow in 
a separate email. 

Sunday, November 6, 9:30 a.m.  Meeting for Business.  All are welcome and encouraged to attend!



Concert:  Last winter, Philadelphia-based songwriter Jon Watts  stayed in Fallsington’s 200-year-old 
meetinghouse while he finished writing and recording material for his newly-released album, Clothe Yourself 
in Righteousness.  He will perform some of the music recorded on-site.  Faith & Practice, a local Bucks County 
folk group, has been performing locally and regionally since 1998. They specialize in getting crowds clappin’ 
and stompin’ along as they sing and play guitar, banjo, harmonica, fiddle, and percussion.  

Cost: $10; children under 12 free.  Proceeds will go to benefit the Friends International Center in Ramallah, 
Palestine. The Center offers a ministry of hospitality; creates an atmosphere of care and respect in which 
positive and civil discourse can be pursued; and is a witness to hope and reconciliation in a region where 
despair and violence have too often reigned.  



Expectant Listening: Finding God’s Thread of Guidance is a Pendle Hill pamphlet that will serve as 
the focus of adult class through the month of October. This little gem is packed with observations that elicit 
deep resonance in the reader. Please join us for reading and discussion.  Thanks to David Brimmer for leading 
adult class in September.  John DiMino, Violet Devlin, and Sandy Otis will continue with this pamphlet. The 
Worship and Ministry committee plans to bring the author, Michael Wajda, to Falls Meeting in January for a 
half-day workshop and covered dish supper.



 

Trenton Meeting is sponsoring its annual workcamp and we are invited!  It is a day of work with 
Martin House (www.martinhouse.org/)  Middle and high-schoolers are welcome but must be accompanied by 
a responsible adult. Wear work clothes (we don’t know if we will be working inside or outside so dress 
accordingly) and sturdy work boots or shoes.  Please bring work gloves if you have them. 
Where: Trenton Friends Meeting, 142 E. Hanover St.( corner of East Hanover and Montgomery Streets),  
When:  Nov. 5, 2011, 8:30 a.m.  A light breakfast will be provided at the meetinghouse and we will be 
arriving at the worksite about 9:30 a.m.  Please bring a bag lunch.  Work usually ends by about 3:30 or 4 p.m.  
We will have a short review of the day at the meetinghouse.  The Friends will provide dinner at 5:30 p.m. 
Following that is an evening program including games. 
Contact person: Sandra Johnson  609-443-3782 or Srjohn3@verizon.net 

 

Members of the Earth Quaker Action Team (EQAT) held a public trial inside the main lobby of PNC 
Regional Headquarters on Thursday, charging PNC with “Impersonating a Green Bank”. 
 
“PNC promotes itself as an environmentally responsible bank, but the truth is they are the nation’s #1 
financier of corporations that practice mountaintop removal coal mining, which has destroyed over 500 
mountains and led to thousands of violations of the Clean Water Act.” said Jonathan Snipes, acting as lead 
prosecutor in the case.  The trial, which featured a robed judge, prosecution, defense, and a full jury, caused 
the bank to close its customer branch for the duration of the event, which lasted a little over three hours. Four 
members of EQAT, acting as bailiffs for the court, stood in front of a row of management elevators and refused 
to leave the bank when directed to do so by PNC Security, demanding that the Regional President J. William 
Mills come down to the lobby and answer the charges on behalf of the bank. 
 
At the close of the trial, the group held PNC Bank in ‘contempt’ for its refusal to send a representative to the 
Court, and delivered a verdict of Guilty, pledging that the seriousness of the charges and the requirements of 
justice would warrant further action. ~ Amy Brimmer 
 
 

http://www.martinhouse.org/
mailto:Srjohn3@verizon.net


This year marked the 10th anniversary of the tragic events of 9/11.  Falls Meeting commemorated the 
date with a special program featuring Brian and Dawn Conklin of USAID.  Some reflections from Friends: 

 
“For me the powerful images were the bicycle given to the boy who had to walk for hours to and from school 
each day. The market of a ghost town in Iraq that was transformed in just over a year to 1,000 shops with the 
assistance of USAID and their being guided by the vision of the townsfolk. Brian's seeing military personnel as 
human beings- particularly young people with often huge responsibility. Dawn's commitment to helping the 
disenfranchised find their voice.  Peacemaking through economic development.  I am left wondering how 
their example can inspire us to do similar work here? “ ~ Melanie Douty-Snipes 
 
“I was inspired that they were able to build peaceful and lasting bridges between strangers and to walk the 
Quaker Talk within the governmental military system.  Their successes demonstrate to me that you don’t have 
to buck the system to get the results you want.  You may just need to be a little more creative and learn how to 
work within it all. Theodore Roosevelt wrote:  “Do what you can with what you have where you are.”  I think 
Brian and Dawn have already accomplished far more peacemaking than they would have had they instead 
chosen to rail against the military machine.”  ~  Jonathan Sprout 
 
“I felt deeply the ministry in meeting that expressed sadness about a situation where Brian Conklin was given 
a 60 million dollar budget to come in after our military moves through an area.  Is it possible to spend this 
kind of money WITHOUT blowing things up first?  While I hope the things that US AID did are successful 
(who wants more sorrow and destruction?), I have doubts that this kind of war can lead to positive 
change.  And I wonder if US AID can really envision grass roots development that is unlinked to global 
economic exploitation of the many by the few.   We have not achieved this in our own country, where 400 
individuals own as much wealth as 60% of the rest of the US population.  We all know how people are 
struggling here.  Will we simply export this system to other countries?  Our speaker made a comment about 
helping coffee growers in Uganda increase their production... and that hopefully the price of coffee will come 
down in this country.   
 
As a farmer, I know how little is paid for agricultural products.  How can we hope that people in Uganda will 
earn even LESS for their products?  I think we need development projects in the good ol' USA to help people 
move beyond a system where the CEO of Verizon makes 125 million in one year, while his employees have to 
go on strike to maintain their health insurance benefits!  To his credit, Brian Conklin pointed out some of the 
inconsistencies of the system that he was working in, and I think he tried to do the best with what he was 
given.” ~ Jonathan Snipes   
 
“I was inspired by the emphasis on LISTENING TO THE PROBABLE RECIPIENTS OF THE AID to find out what 
their needs are and what they & their government can contribute to the work needed.   I was also reminded of 
FCNL's call for more funding last year for more civilian aid to the State Department (supervising USAID) and  
for Defense Department's economic improvement troops. “   ~ Christine Salamone     



 

Starting this month, PYM will be doing monthly mailings with information on upcoming programs 
and events of interest to Friends.  This month’s mailing includes information on a weekend gathering at 
Wellsboro Meeting to learn about fracking and Marcellus Shale; the yearly gathering for Quarter Clerks and 
interested others at Upper Dublin Meeting; the Quaker College Fair in March; the 2012 Quaker Pilgrimage to 
England, and much more.  Look for it each month in your email!



News of Friends:  

Jean and John Burton lived in Laos from 2001 to 2004, and one or both of them return annually.  John's book, 
"Laos Close Encounters", a pictorial journey throughout that country, was published in 2005.  During their 
most recent return trip they took a small new step to support literacy there.  Schoolchildren in Laos usually do 
not have even a single book to call their own, and a recently established publishing company there, Big 
Brother Mouse,  www.bigbrothermouse.com  is trying to do something about it.  Jean and John sponsored the 
printing of a book in their series, and paid for a book gifting party for schoolchildren in a rural village.  It was 
heartwarming to see how thrilled the children and their mothers were about it all. 

 

Please Hold in the Light: 
 

While Hayward House recuperates at the rehab, Maryanne will need rides to visit him.  She welcomes calls 
and invitations for rides or visits.  Her phone number is 215-860-5144. 
 
David Brimmer is recuperating from hip replacement surgery.  We wish him a speedy recovery!  Friends 
wishing to help out can email the Brimmers at awbrimmer@gmail.com 



Thanks to all who donated "squibs" for this newsletter.  If you have news or items for next month's newsletter, 
please send them to Marion Snipes at garden6877@verizon.net  
 
 If you are not currently on the list to receive the monthly newsletter and would like to be added, or know of 
others who would like to receive it, please send email addresses to Liza DiMino: ldimino@yahoo.com. 
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