
 

FALLSINGTON   MONTHLY MEETING 

November 2011 Newsletter 

 Meeting for Worship, every Sunday at 11:00 a.m.  All are welcome! 

CALENDAR:  

Sunday, November 13, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Adult Class.  We will continue studying Michael Wajda's 
Pendle Hill pamphlet on listening for God's voice in our lives. You do not need to have been present at the 
previous classes in order to benefit from this rich material. Led by Louise Salinas 

Sunday, November 20,  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Quarterly Meeting, Quakertown Meeting.  “Grassroots 
Acton for a Peaceful World.”  Children’s Program 9:30-Noon “Reuse Green” craft project.  (For details see the 

flyer sent out earlier.) 

Thursday, November 24,  Have a joyful and peaceful Thanksgiving! 

Saturday, November 26  and Saturday, December 3,  Leaf Raking Days (See below)  

Sunday, November 27, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Adult Class.  Sara DiMino will show photos and talk about her 
service trip to Ghana.   
 
Sunday, December 4, .9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Meeting for Business.  Join us! 
 
Save the dates:  Saturday, January 7  Annual New Year’s Party 
Saturday, January 28th, 3 pm.  Worship & Ministry-sponsored program led by Michael Wajda.  Followed by 
potluck supper.  
 



  Come one, come all! 2011 Saturday-After-Thanksgiving Leaf Raking Party! 8am-'til 
dusk all-day leaf adventure.  The beautiful trees that grace the meeting's grounds and give us shade, then give 
us an amazing leaf raking marathon that we win every year together!  This year we will not have the truck 
until December 3, or the help of the Veiths’ crew, so we really need everyone to pitch in.  It is extremely 
satisfying and fun!  Saturday November 26 we will rake all the leaves into a large pile, and then Saturday 
December 3 we will finish the job by shredding them.  If you can’t make both days, come for one; if you can’t 
come for the whole time, come for as long as you can!  BYOR (bring your own rake!) and sign up for a shift 
and/or to bring either a morning snack or lunch item which will keep us energized and happy.   Contact Mike 
Caro about raking: squirrelcaro@yahoo.com or Liza DiMino about food: ldimino@yahoo.com 
 





Friends, Historic Fallsington Day was a great success!  We had many visitors who stopped by to tour the 
Meetinghouse, ask questions, see the cider press demonstration, and of course sample some oatmeal cookies 
and cider!  Congratulations to Charlie Thomforde, whose Oatmeal Lace cookies got first place, and the First 
Day Schoolers, whose White Chocolate Macadamia variation was second!  Friends commented that the 
Meetinghouse felt “energized” and “more a part of Fallsington Day.”  The day was capped off by a rousing 
concert by Quaker musicians Faith & Practice and Jon Watts, which raised over $500 for the Ramallah 
International Friends Center.  Thanks to all the Friends who organized, set up and cleaned up, baked, manned 
the tables and cider press, created displays, gave tours,, and got the word out.  Truly, many hands made a 
wonderful day!  ~ Liza DiMino 
 
A tea is being held at Friends Village on Wednesday, November 16th at 3:00 in the sun room.  All are 
invited.   Please let me know if you can come.  ~  Judith Solt 
 
Missing Pendle Hill pamphlet 'Expectant Listening" by Michael Wajda - if you picked up a copy in 
recent weeks at adult class, please come to our adult class with it or drop it off in the library. There are not 
enough pamphlets now to go around so that those who come to adult class can read it.  Friends are welcome 
to keep a copy after we have finished reading the book. Thank you, the Worship & Ministry committee 
 

AHTN (Advocates for the Homeless and Those in Need) is beginning its 3rd Season of Code Blue 
starting December 1st  and Volunteers are needed!! 
Volunteer Training – November 29, 2011;  6:30 pm – Registration, 7:00 pm – Training 
Calvary Baptist Church, 250 Green Lane, Bristol, PA 19007 
If you are interested in volunteering please register for training at the following link: ahtn.volunteerhub.com 
Learn more about AHTN by visiting our website: www.advocates4homeless.org  
Phone#: 215-550-3868  Email: advocates4homeless@gmail.com 
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This is excerpted from an article by Joel Hammon  He is a former middle and high school teacher in Bucks 
County, PA and is currently a co-director of the non-profit Princeton Learning Cooperative 
(www.PLCTeens.org).  The “Max” he refers to is our own Max Collins. 
 
Learning vs. Schooling    
The most important lesson I learned during my 11 year teaching career is that learning and schooling are not 
the same thing….As a first-day-of school exercise, I used to have my students write down what came to mind 
when they thought of the word “school.”  A lot of the answers were obvious: books, paper, pencils, lunch, 
friends.  But there was always a large group of kids who would reply with things like boring, prison, torture, 
and pointless….Unfortunately, many people – parents, educators, politicians and ultimately kids – have come 
to the conclusion that the only place to learn is in school.  This simply is not true.  Learning can happen all the 
time and in a variety of places.  It does not have to look or feel anything like the traditional structure of school 
that turns off so many students to actual learning.  The idea that the best way for children to learn is to pack 
each and every one of them in a building with a teacher, a text book and standardized tests seems more 
antiquated every day, especially when compared to the resources increasingly available to students and 
families outside of the traditional structure. 
 
The Princeton Learning Cooperative, where I am a co-director, is one of these resources.  We build a totally 
personalized curriculum and education based on the interests, abilities and goals of our students.  A good 
example of this process is Max.  Max came to PLC after his 8th grade year.  He is a bright kid, but was totally 
disengaged in school.  The program that he has built over the past 14 months with PLC’s support was 
definitely the right move for Max and his family.  We took his interest in science and set up a one-on-one 
chemistry tutorial last year with supplemental video lessons online at Khan Academy.  This year he is 
extending that interest by auditing the introductory chemistry class at Princeton University.  He is learning 
computer programming by taking a class at PLC following the AP computer science curriculum.  Max loves 
the outdoors, and the flexibility of PLC’s scheduling allows him to volunteer at Snipes Farm, where another 
PLC associate lives and has worked with Max on writing and early 20th century American literature. Max 
also learned rock climbing with my fellow PLC co-director, Paul Scutt (and learned so well he was offered a 
part-time job by the climbing gym).  As I write, Max and another of our students are sitting beside me setting 
up a weekly book club.  Max is taking Calculus, biology, and is participating in a graphic design class at PLC 
where he is currently learning how to use professional design software from an actual graphic designer.  He 
goes to museums, rides his bike religiously, is researching Russian history, will be working with a German 
major at Princeton University on introductory German and has learned how to bake a mean apple pie. 
 
The most important part about all of this is that every single activity I have listed, Max is doing voluntarily.  At 
PLC we offer opportunities, but there are no requirements.  Personally, it has been amazing to me as an 
educator to watch Max’s inherent desire to learn re-assert itself after being dampened by the structure of 
school.  If you compare where Max would have been if he had stayed in school versus where he is now, it is 
no contest.  Learning works for Max, schooling did not. 
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Historic Fallsington Day 

       

                   

                  



      

 

              

 

            

Many thanks to Sue Jasciewicz, John DiMino, and Sara DiMino for the great photos!        



CALL to ACTION  Monday, November 21: The Delaware River Basin Commission has scheduled a no 
comment special meeting from 10:00am - Noon to consider allowing drilling and fracking to start in the 
Delaware River Watershed. We live in this watershed and depend on its resources.  Let’s protect it!   
We NEED you to tell the DRBC: “Don’t Drill the Delaware!”  
JOIN US at 7:30 a.m. on the steps! We will then move inside for the hearing. 
Patriots Theater at the War Memorial, 1 Memorial Drive, Trenton, N.J.   
For more information go to:  http://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/act-now/urgent-details.aspx?Id=93 
  
The Delaware Riverkeepers are also seeking home stays for people coming in from out of town on buses the 
day before the November 21st rally in Trenton. Arrival times on Sunday night will vary and could be as late as 
10:30 pm for some who attend the non violent civil disobedience training at the Trenton Friends Meeting 
House 142 E. Hanover Street in Trenton, New Jersey 8 – 10 pm.   
  
Home guest departure time on Monday morning will be around 7am.  If you are able to offer a home stay 
please contact Tracy Carluccio by email tracy@delawareriverkeepers.org  and type “Home Stay” into the 
subject line. Please email Tracy also if you are interested in registering for the non violent training at the 
Friends Meeting House on Sunday November 20th. 
  
Contact tonimolnarport@gmail.com if you are interested in viewing the Gasland film, a documentary which 
illustrates how families across the United States have been impacted by natural gas drilling, showing 
November 17th at 3:30 in her classroom. 



Interfaith Thanksgiving, Sunday, Nov. 20, Morrisville United Methodist Church. Potluck at 5:30, worship 
at 7 p.m. and dessert at 8:15.  All are welcome.  For more details, contact Marion: garden6877@verizon.net 
 
Thanksgiving service at the Fallsington Episcopal Church.  Wednesday, Nov. 23 is at 7 PM at All 
Saints Episcopal.  (This service alternates between All Saints and Fallsington Methodist.)  They would love to 
have Friends join them! 



Thanks to all who donated "squibs" for this newsletter.  If you have news or items for next month's newsletter, 
please send them to Marion Snipes at garden6877@verizon.net  
 
 If you are not currently on the list to receive the monthly newsletter and would like to be added, or know of 
others who would like to receive it, please send email addresses to Liza DiMino: ldimino@yahoo.com. 
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