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Calendar 

Sunday, November 14 - 10 am. Adult class in the library.  Details will be sent to everyone 

by email later this week.  Please plan to join us!  ~ from the Worship & Ministry Committee.     

11 am: First Day School: We will be cooking for Food for Friends (see more about this in Food 

News below).  

Sunday, November 21 – 9:15 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Quarterly Meeting at Middletown – “My 

Journey with Thomas Kelly: Seeking the Light Within.”  Stone Soup and Pies prepared by the 

children.  You should have received a separate email with the flyer.  There will be no First Day 

School at Falls this week. 

Saturday, November 27 – 9 a.m. to ?  Leaf-raking day at the Meetinghouse.  Food will 

be coordinated by Jonathan Snipes and Marion.  If you cannot participate in the work, you might 

want to provide some nourishment for the more hardy among us.  Soup is always a good choice 

on a winter day. 

Sunday, November 28 – 10 a.m. DVD will be shown called Adopt-a-Jesus.  It documents 

stories of the homeless across America.   

11 am. First Day School:  We will begin to work on our Holiday program. 

 

Sunday, December 5 – 9:30 a.m.  Meeting for Business.  All are welcome! 

11 am. First Day School:  We will work on the Holiday program and get the names of shelter 

children to buy holiday gifts for.  

Looking ahead: January 8, 2011: Mark your calendars now for the Falls Meeting New 

Year's Party and Hoe Down Saturday with a potluck and dancing called by our own Laura 

Thomforde! Starting at 6pm. 



Chandler Hall this month.  During the month of November Fallsington Meeting has been 

assigned to lead worship at Chandler Hall on Sundays. Whether you’ve gone before, or never 

have, you will find this to be a very meaningful experience.  Worship is from 11 to 11:30.  Folks 

should arrive by 10:50 so that they can find the room and get situated. The folks that come enjoy 

a little bit of silence, a little bit of vocal ministry or reading (Bible or other material) of your 

choosing, and a little bit of singing hymns from the songbook that is provided.  Please let me 

know if you would like to know more.  ~ Louise Salinas 

 

 

Fallsington Friends Meeting needs your support!  It's that time of year again -- soon 

you will receive the annual appeal letter, asking you to consider making a gift of financial 

support to help sustain the work of our beloved Meeting. Over and above our covenant to Yearly 

Meeting, we need to raise approximately $25,000 to meet our property and program expenses. 

Please take some time to discern what a significant donation might be for you this year. The size 

of your gift is not as important as your participation. In other words, it's not what you give, it's 

that you give. Please give with a generous heart.   ~ Amy Brimmer  

 

Our First Day School themes this year are Community and Service.  We have helped 

prepare food to be served at Food for Friends.  We gleaned 80 pounds of apples from Snipes 

Orchard to be donated to a food bank.  We helped lead worship and singing at Chandler Hall.  

Our older First Day Schoolers have also heard about the spiritual journeys of some members, 

who found it a very enriching experience to talk with them.  Friends, please consider helping out 

one Sunday, either by telling the story of your own spiritual journey, or helping lead a service 

project and/or lesson.  At present the FDS Committee is only Liza and Melanie.  We love doing 

it but it would be great to have some additional hands.  We are happy to provide curriculum and 

support, and the kids are so wonderful!      ~ Liza DiMino  

 

Tom Wells has recently received his designation from Building Performance Institute (BPI) as 

an energy auditor.   Tom’s company will be doing energy audits and energy efficiency retrofits 

in houses.  Saving 30% on one’s energy bills is quite common if the proper information is 

gathered and the work is completed in a professional manner.    Tom can be reached at Thomas 

G Wells Construction, 215-321-4818. 

 

Charlie Thomforde shares with us that he has attended a three-day conference the title of which 

was “Quakers and Slavery 1657-1865 (An International Interdisciplinary Conference)."  He 

invites anyone who is interested to peruse the scholarly papers on the website: 

www.mceas.org/conference2.  For “username” enter “conference2”.  For password enter 

“quakers2010”. 

 

Amy Ward Brimmer announces the opening of Way Opens Center: A place for learning, 

healing, discovery and transformation.  Alexander Technique, Somatic Release and Mindful 

Birth and Parenting.  The website is wayopenscenter.com.  The Center is located at 22 S. State 

Street in Newtown.  Call Amy at 917-216-5850 for more information. 

 

http://www.mceas.org/conference2


 

 Food News:  Maryly Hossain writes: "Friends, the Food Bank is in dire 

need of non-perishable foods, so anything you can donate would be greatly appreciated.  You 

can put your donation in the orange plastic bin on the right side of the foyer.  When I went to the 

food bank last time with our donation, there was a large crowd of people waiting to get food.  I 

never saw so many people on previous visits, and I don't even know if they had enough food for 

everybody.  The lady working there was so grateful for the food I brought, and I promised her 

that I would ask Friends to please step up our donations."   Maryly has been bringing the food to 

the Emergency Relief Association (ERA) located in the United Christian Church ERA.  The 

ERA is looking for persons to be on their board.  Please email or call Marion for details. 

 

Thanks to all of you who have signed up for Hospitality.  Also thanks to those of you who 

have committed to clean up.  There is a problem, however.  Clean up is a much bigger job than 

one person can easily do.   I would like to propose that each of us commit to 5 or 10 minutes of 

clean up each Sunday.  I believe you would agree that if each of us does that, the burden will be 

very light on everyone.  Let’s try it and see how it works, Friends! 

Friends, the refrigerator is now devoid of outdated condiments, dairy products and otherwise 

unrecognizable foodstuffs.  If you have reason to leave food in the fridge, please use the labels 

that you will find near the phone to mark the product.  Those of us who work with Bucks Food 

for Friends and Rejuvenation Station will try to remember to do the same.  Thanks, Marion. 

 

Fallsington Friends Meeting has been providing meals to needy people for two years now 

through Bucks Food for Friends.   We have gotten to know some of the homeless recipients of 

those meals and a few of our members have volunteered in different capacities in a program that 

feeds and shelters the homeless during the winter months.  The program is called Code Blue and 

is in need of many volunteers in order to keep the program going.  People are needed to drive the 

van which picks up the homeless on nights when the temperature drops below 20 degrees.  

Attendants are needed, breakfast and dinner makers are needed.  Advocates for the Homeless and 

Those in Need (AHTN), the organization that administers the program, is all volunteer.  It is 

mandated to be fully staffed in order to operate.  Those who volunteer are not always used if the 

temperature does not drop below 20.  Nevertheless, the program cannot operate if volunteers do 

not sign up.  There is a training this Sunday, 11/14, from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Woodside 

Presbyterian Church in Yardley.  Please learn more and register at http://ahtn.volunteerhub.com  

   

Let us remember that, as much has been given us, much will be expected from us, and that true 

homage comes from the heart as well as from the lips, and shows itself in deeds. 

 ~Theodore Roosevelt 

http://ahtn.volunteerhub.com/


 

 

 

Please hold in the Light:  
 

Sue, Ed, and Lianna Jasciewicz.  Ed is in rehab and his recovery is going slowly.  A website 

called Lotsahelpinghands is coordinating help for the family.  To sign up please go to the 

following website and complete the directions below: 

https://www.lotsahelpinghands.com/c/631236/.  When you are on the site, complete the right-

hand side of the the form which is a Request to Join the Community.  New members will be 

automatically added to the community and sent instructions for setting a password and signing-

in. Please feel free to email the coordinator at pennyruth@verizon.net if you have any problems 

signing-in, signing-up etc. 

Judith Solt is putting her house up for sale and will look for low-income housing in order to 

simplify her life.  She asked for Friends whom she can call for support. 

Dave DeLuca is going through a hard time right now.  He could use support and prayers. 

 

Welcome Bella Diggins, born October 26, 2010!  Bella is the daughter of Annie Diggins and 

granddaughter of Brenda Diggins. 

 

A second missive from the Fines in Iraq: 

Hi Everybody, 

A couple of you sent us Halloween greetings in the past few days, reminding me how much time 

has passed since I last wrote.  

We are still here and STILL………..settling in. The process seems interminable!  

We have rented a house in the community of Ainkawa. A small town, about the size of Bristol --

about a ten-fifteen minute drive from Erbil, the much larger city and the capital of Iraqi 

Kurdistan. The Kurdish region of Iraq is administered by the Kurdish Regional Government and 

Erbil is the capital and headquarters of the KRG. Relatively speaking, the region is secure and 

showing marked signs of progress. As we have previously reported, construction is going on 

everywhere! – However, some I fear lacks the necessary infrastructure (sewer, potable water, 

electrical, fueling systems, etc). Jim says it reminds him of Levittown in the 1950s. Just add 

desert conditions and heat! 

At the onset, getting adjusted to life here has its challenges. Logistically, we are coping with the 

necessity of COMPLETELY furnishing a house – everything from a supplemental electricity 

generator to kitchen counter, sink, cabinets to showers and closets and beds! While this 

preparation goes on we are the guests of the students and priests of St. Peter’s Chaldean 

Catholic Seminary/Monastery. (Never thought I’d see the day!) We have two large and very 

comfortable rooms at St. Peter’s and all our meals are provided. (This I can live with!) St. 

Peter’s is also the place where I am doing my teaching. So, for me, the set up is VERY 

convenient! For Jim it is another story. The Seminary is some distance from town – Ainkawa – 

and without a car, it means a half-mile walk before we can even get into town or to a taxi to go 

https://www.lotsahelpinghands.com/c/631236/
http://us.mc532.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=pennyruth@verizon.net


further. Once in town, taxis are readily available, however. We have cell phone and Internet (a 

bit spotty at times) contact. And most of the time we have electricity but it goes off and on about 

5-10 times a day. 

The people here have been welcoming, friendly and helpful. The Kurdish Muslim and Christian 

communities are very distinct from each other. For the most part, outside of Erbil, they live in 

separate communities. There are distinctly Christian communities and Muslim communities. 

Although there are mixed communities as well. The Christians, (especially those who have come 

north from Baghdad) speak Arabic or a modern form of Aramaic called Sureth. Many children 

from Christian homes do not understand Arabic or Kurdish. The Kurdish Muslim population 

speaks Kurdish, which is an Indo-European language, rather than Arabic. It sounds a lot like 

Persian. Now, the government schools of the KRG are teaching only Kurdish and English as a 

second language – no Arabic. Often we will get in a taxi and find the drivers, especially the 

younger ones know no Arabic at all – or refuse to speak it. Identity issues are complex here. 

While people acknowledge their Iraqi passports, they identify themselves as Kurdish – Muslim or 

Christian.  

The almost continuous war since the mid-1980’s have definitely taken their toll. Even though 

there is no visible damage. There is a lot of frustration and cynicism with the failure of the Iraqi 

Parliament to form a government and we sense a distancing from the central government. Many 

of the young Kurdish professionals we talk to have a very creative, positive sense of nation 

building and development. While those in the Christian community tend to be more pessimistic 

and fearful of the prospects for the future. There has been a huge exodus of the Christian 

population in the past few years and many Christians we speak to give the impression of existing 

in a state of siege – especially since the attack on the Assyrian Church in Baghdad this week. 

I am really enjoying my 26 students. I have two classes of "seminarians" – Level I and Level II. – 

all guys, obviously (you wouldn’t call this part of the world "cutting edge" so no females, yet!). 

They range in age from 18 to about 35. There is definitely a range of English proficiency too. 

Some are nearly ready to take the TOEFL exam, while others have really weak 

speaking/comprehension skills. They ALL have much more English skill than I have Arabic 

though! They come from all over Iraq and we also have students from Chaldean Catholic 

communities in Egypt, Germany, France and Turkey. And some even have family living as 

refugees in Syria . 

Many of these men still have family in Baghdad and some lost family members in the Church 

bombing this week. The funerals were today and two of our students and three priests traveled 

the 5 hours to Baghdad to attend. Both of the students lost family members and one of the priests 

killed had been a seminary classmate of the priests. 

The heat has finally broken. While today was sunny, it was cool and breezy - a refreshing 

change. The immediate area here is not what you’d call beautiful. Erbil-Ainkawa sits in a large, 

open, arid plain. We are, however, surrounded by mountains, Jim reports (I haven’t gotten there 

yet) the mountain towns and villages are really beautiful. 

I promise some pictures soon. I just have to find time to put a group together.  ~ Love Deb   

The Fines can be reached at jimfine@iraq.mcc.org and debfine@iraq.mcc.org.   

http://us.mc532.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=jimfine@iraq.mcc.org


 

It’s a good idea to turn down your thermostat if you’ll be away from home for 4 hours or 

longer. Those of us who go out to work might want to post a note by the door on your way out.   

To those of you in school, talk to your dorm leader to suggest turning the thermostat down 

during the day when most of you are elsewhere.  To those of you who work in schools, find out 

from the administrator what they turn the thermostat down to after school hours.           

~  This ecology tidbit comes to you from Caring for Creation, a task force of the Lower 

Bucks Center for Church and Community. 

 

 

Thanks to all who donated "squibs" for this newsletter.  If you have news or items for next 

month's newsletter, please send them to Marion Snipes at garden6877@verizon.net. 

 

 

 


