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March 2012 Newsletter  

 
Meeting for Worship, every Sunday at 11:00 a.m.  All are welcome! 



CALENDAR: 
 

Saturday, March 10, 8 a.m.-12 noon.  Basement Work Party.  Skilled and non-skilled helpers 
needed to paint, caulk, and do various other odd jobs.  All are welcome, for any amount of time! 
 
Sunday, March 11, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Adult Class will resume with reading and discussion of 
the Pendle Hill pamphlet, Holding One Another in the Light, led by John DiMino.  Join us as we 
explore the use of intercessory prayer within the Quaker community.   
 
Sunday, March 18, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Adult Class.  Continued discussion of the Pendle Hill 
pamphlet, Holding One Another in the Light.  
 
Sunday, March 25, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Adult Class.  Peace & Service program. Update on anti-
bullying programs in Bucks County and elsewhere.    

Sunday, April 1, 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  Meeting for Business.  Come participate in the life of 
the Meeting.  All are welcome.  Your voice is important; let it be heard! 

Looking ahead:  
Easter Sunday, April 8.   Covered breakfast and intergenerational program.  Anyone interested in 
helping to plan the program, please contact Melanie. melanie.douty@gmail.com 

http://fallsingtonfriends.wordpress.com/
http://us.mc1612.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=melanie.douty@gmail.com


From the Clerk:   
Dear Friends, 

It was as always a journey of revelation and discovery at Meeting for Business and for 
Worship following this past Sunday.  
  We received a letter from Bristol Meeting requesting a shift from preparatory meeting status 
to monthly meeting status. Many of us know little of the fact that when Bristol membership numbers 
dwindled a few decades ago, Fallsington Meeting was asked to take the meeting under their care. If it 
had been laid down, Fallsington Meeting would have been responsible for fiscal and property needs. 
Thanks to the faithfulness of a handful of Friends, Bristol has held on and in recent years has begun 
to grow and thrive again. Their request will be passed onto the Quarter for approval and celebration! 
  Amy Ward Brimmer shared about Nominating's appointments to meeting committees with a 
gratitude for all the service that members and attenders are giving to the meeting. Every gift of time 
and energy in care of one another, of our meetinghouse and property, and of the finances are the 
threads of a quilt held together by spirit and commitment and is so beautiful! 
  For the past year Marion Snipes has brought us information on the Family Promise program, 
which serves people transitioning out of homelessness, as we discerned about whether Fallsington 
meeting would commit to being a host site.  The desire to make our meeting a sanctuary for people in 
need was a beautiful and good one. Friends, however, were not able to approve moving forward with 
the program. There were concerns that we don't have the resources (people or financial) to sustain 
such an undertaking at this time. We are grateful for Marion's efforts and vision. 
  Tom Wells shared about progress on the basement renovation which has been steady, but 
slower than anticipated. He estimates that $8,000 worth of labor and $2,000 worth of materials will 
have been put into it. He thanked everyone who has volunteered and will continue to organize work 
parties until the project is done. 
  Thanks to everyone who made pasta night such a success with 27 people attending- 
especially to Leslie Deluca who orchestrated the whole thing , to Jim Collins who taught folks the art 
of ravioli making and treated us all to fresh made ravioli treats and to friends who loaned pasta 
machines and brought ingredients. It was a delicious labor of love! 

Messages in meeting for worship that followed called us to take leaps of faith, to be swimmers 
held by the water looking up at the sky, to be birds carried by wind and to remember that even when 
we have nothing, we have everything, if we have love.  Another carried the weight of busy lives and 
our need to make wise choices for our sanity's sake and to do what we can do well. Another was 
inspired by the impact of the work of activists on a religious order needing to treat animals under 
their care in a more humane way.  Another shared a story about a friends' gift of a year's wages to a 
writer, Nell Harper Lee, who was then able to complete To Kill a Mockingbird with the questions, 
what we can mean to each other, what can a meeting mean to the wider community, what can 
10,000 Quakers mean to a region or the wider world?       
  `      ~ Melanie Douty-Snipes 



Bucks Quarter Special Called Session.  There will be a special Meeting for Business on Sunday, 
April 1, 2:00 - 4:30 pm at Solebury Meeting, to give Friends the opportunity to share their concerns 
about our Quarter's process of discernment around our covenant to the Yearly Meeting, as well as 
our relationship to PYM in general.  This is not a "gripe" session.  We will receive prepared statements 
from Doylestown Meeting, and possibly others. The goal is to find unity around a minute we can 
forward to PYM in advance of the April 14 Interim Meeting.  The focus is not on "fixing" PYM, but 
rather to reassess our own process and priorities as a Quarter.  All are welcome, and encouraged to 
prepare by visiting the PYM website (www.pym.org) to review the information there about the 
current fiscal crisis. 
 
Bucks Food for Friends (BFFF) needs Fallsington Meeting members to volunteer!  You are 
being asked to attend a dinner on the 3rd Monday of every month in our social room where between 
30 and 60 people come to enjoy a communal meal.  There are no questions asked of the guests who 
frequent our dinner or the 17 other dinners offered throughout Lower Bucks County.  Some might be 
homeless, but most are needy from a financial or health aspect.  Two or three of you are needed at 
each dinner to sit and eat with guests and, possibly, to support the contingent of volunteers in matters 
regarding the Meetinghouse.  The organizers have to limit the number of volunteers on one hand, 
but on the other, the need is for some of us to make this meal more communal by actually eating with 
the guests.  We need to know by the 2nd week of the month who is on board as a volunteer.  Please 
call Marion at 215-295-2040 to make a reservation.  Your table is right this way!   
 
 
Fallsington Meeting Has Opportunities to Get Involved!  At the March Meeting for Business, 
the Nominating committee presented the slate of committees and members for 2012.  It was noted 
that some positions remain open: 

1. Representative to the William Penn Center - We are allowed two (2) positions on the board of 
directors for the school.  Jackie Bowers has been doing this for several years and wants someone else 
to join or replace her.  The board meets once a month (sometimes less often), and the work centers 
around helping this sweet little preschool keeps its doors open.  We need to stay connected because 
of the property issues involved. 
2.  Representatives to 3 Quarter-level committees:  Budget & Nominating, Outreach, and Oversight. 
Although Amy Ward Brimmer currently serves as our Quarter clerk, she attends these committees 
meetings only when her schedule permits and in her capacity as clerk.  It would be wonderful if we 
had representation for each of these committees.  Jim Collins is currently listed as the Oversight rep, 
but he is unable to attend most months. Budget & Nominating only meets 3 or 4 times a year.  Go to 
the Quarter's website www.quakersbucks.org for more information, and feel free to contact Holly 
Olson with questions.    

http://www.pym.org/
http://www.quakersbucks.org/


The Interfaith Community of Lower Bucks is a fledgling organization that spun off of 
LBCCC.  The new organization places emphasis on the "interfaith" part of its name.  Representatives 
of some 10 or 11 houses of worship meet each month to design events that will bring the community 
together for pure enjoyment and better understanding of our differences.  An Interfaith Seder is 
scheduled for April 11 at Kol Emet Synagogue.  An Interfaith Peace Walk is in the works for late April 
as is a Youth Day of Service.  Fallsington Meeting, the only Quaker meeting, is represented by Marion 
Snipes.  (More in next newsletter regarding these events.) 
  
 
EQAT (Earth Quaker Action Team) Green Walk for Jobs & Justice.  Jonathan Snipes and 
Amy Ward Brimmer are founding members of EQAT and serve on the board of directors. They invite 
all Fallsington Friends to get involved in our big spring action -- the Green Walk for Jobs & 
Justice! EQAT and its allies will be walking across the state of Pennsylvania from Philadelphia to 
Pittsburgh, from April 30 - May 16.  This is part of EQAT's "Green Your Money" program, an 
initiative to pressure PNC Bank to stop investing in companies who perform and profit from 
mountaintop removal (MTR) coal mining in Appalachia.  We'll be stopping at Quaker meetings and 
other faith communities along the way, protesting at PNC branches, and collecting pledges from folks 
who will be closing their accounts with PNC unless PNC publicly commits to ending its financing of 
MTR (they and Bank of America are the top two financiers).  We need ALL kinds of help-- from 
walkers, to publicity, to event planners, to social media writers, to phone callers, to funders (we 
especially need funders!).  Jonathan & Amy will be sharing more in the weeks to come.  For now, 
please go to: www.eqat.org and www.greenPNC.org for more information. 

~ Amy Brimmer 
 
Urgent Action Alert from FCNL: Email or phone your PA Senators to vote NO on S.R. 380, due to 
come up for a vote this week. (TOLL-FREE # 855-686-6927)  Reason: it is a disguised effort to allow 
war with Iran. It allows the U.S. to exercise "all options" when Iran reaches nuclear capability, i.e., 
enough enriched U-235 for a bomb with the capability in missiles to deliver it.  It sets such strong 
objectives to be achieved by negotiation that it will be hard for them to accept it.  This includes the 
signing on to the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty and rejection of any kind of Containment Policy 
for a nuclear armed Iran.  This is more than their neighbor Israel agrees to.  And 46 Senators have 
co-signed, including our own Sen. Casey!  For those with computers, the Resolutions web site = 
http://thomas.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c112:S.RES.380.  
        ~ Christine Salamone 
 
 

http://www.eqat.org/
http://www.greenpnc.org/
http://thomas.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c112:S.RES.380
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~ Many thanks to Sara DiMino for the beautiful photos  



2012 William Penn Lecture, Saturday, March 31, 7:00 pm at Arch Street Meeting House.  
This year’s lecture will feature Signe Wilkinson, an editorial cartoonist best known for her work at 
the Philadelphia Daily News.  Signe is a member of Chestnut Hill Monthly Meeting and is an active and 
outspoken Friend with concerns for outreach, supporting young adult Friends and humor.  The William 
Penn Lectures have a long history and are warmly remembered by Friends who attend them as occasions 
for fellowship with our community, inspiration and challenges to live into our faith.  All Friends are 
invited to attend!  For more information, please see www.pym.org/william-penn-lecture 
 
Young Friends Urban Life Skills Gathering, March 30-April 1, 2012 at Germantown Meeting, 47 
West Coulter Street, Philadelphia, PA 19144.   Saturday morning we will be volunteering on work projects 
in Germantown area.  In the afternoon, Young Friends Urban Adventure:  teams of Young Friends & 
Friendly Adult Presences will solve clever clues (we think they are clever), take pictures, and face fun 
challenges  while navigating the urban landscape via public transportation and on foot!  This scavenger 
hunt will let you explore your city like you've never experienced it before.  Saturday evening we will 
attend the William Penn Lecture sponsored by Young Adult Friends. For more information contact Cookie 
Caldwell,  215/241-7222 or ccaldwell@pym.org.  Also see www.pym.org/event/young-friends-urban-
life-skills-gathering-1 



The Peace Center and Arcadia University have collaborated to bring the Engaging Peace 
conference to Arcadia U., 450 S. Easton Rd., Glenside, PA on March 23rd and 24th.  This will be an exciting 
opportunity to connect with many who work in the field of peacebuilding and conflict resolution, and 
gain a greater understanding of the work that is being done from the local to a global perspective.   
Friday night dinner with keynotes Arun Gandhi (grandson of Mahatma Gandhi) and Rabbi Arthur 
Waskow, Ph. D.  Followed by a Social Hour with author Michael Shevack (The Six Fix). Lunchtime keynote 
speaker on Saturday - author Charles Eisenstein, of Sacred Economics.   Workshop facilitators include 
Jane Golden of the Philadelphia Mural Arts project, Trish Jones, Ph.D. will focus on Peace Education, and 
Drs. Robin and Warren Heydenberk will present The ABCs of Peacebuilding: Reducing Bullying and Bias - 
an overview of bullying issues and the prevalence of bullying across cultures. 
Registration Deadline; March 16th.   Admission - $75.00 (includes Friday dinner/breakfast & lunch on 
Saturday).  For more information:   215-750-7220 or www.arcadia.edu/engagingpeace 
 

Social Room use:  Friends, if you have a meeting or event scheduled that will need to use the 
social room, please write the event and the time on the calendar so that Tracy, our rentals coordinator, can 
plan accordingly.  Please also let Tracy know if there is work scheduled to be done on the 
building.  Anyone wishing to rent the building, please call Tracy Begley at 267-797-6242 or email: 
tracysparkless@yahoo.com 

http://www.pym.org/william-penn-lecture
http://us.mc1612.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=ccaldwell@pym.org
http://www.pym.org/event/young-friends-urban-life-skills-gathering-1
http://www.pym.org/event/young-friends-urban-life-skills-gathering-1
http://www.arcadia.edu/engagingpeace
http://us.mc1612.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=tracysparkless@yahoo.com


News of Friends:  

Congratulations to Violet Devlin, who recently celebrated her 90th birthday!  Violet’s lovely smile and 
gracious warmth and wisdom are a cherished sight on the front benches at Meeting for Worship.  We 
wish her much happiness and good health in the year ahead. 
 

Falls Meeting recently received an email from Heidi (Evans) Herzberger, who was a member from 1961-
82 and now lives in Cobscook, ME  Heidi says, "I have found in the Cobscook Friends Meeting the same 
warmth and feeling of community I treasured at Falls Friends Meeting."  
 

 

Courage is the price that life exacts for granting peace. 
The soul that knows it not knows no release 

From little things; 
Knows not the livid loneliness of fear 

Nor mountain heights where bitter joy can hear 
The sound of wings. 

         ~ Amelia Earhart 





Thanks to all who donated "squibs" for this newsletter.  If you have news or items for next month's 
newsletter, please send them to Marion Snipes at garden6877@verizon.net  
 
If you are not currently on the list to receive the monthly newsletter and would like to be added, or know 
of others who would like to receive it, please send email addresses to Liza DiMino: ldimino@yahoo.com. 
 

mailto:garden6877@verizon.net
mailto:ldimino@yahoo.com

