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February 2012 Newsletter 

 Meeting for Worship, every Sunday at 11:00 a.m.  All are welcome!  

CALENDAR:  

Sunday, February 12
th, 10 a.m.  Join us for an experiment this Sunday in Adult Class!  We're 

looking to explore some ideas that arose from last week's workshop with Michael Wajda, and could 
use your help!  We want to investigate if we can strengthen corporate communion through semi-
structured worship-sharing, and experience what the effect would be to bring that focused energy 
directly into meeting for worship.  So, join us at ten in the library for fellowship and inquiry! 
 
Saturday, February 18

th, 5:00 p.m.  Pasta Making!  Come one, come all to the 2012 pasta 
making extravaganza! A blizzard kept us from our annual tradition last year, but nothing will hold 
Leslie Deluca and Toni Molnar-Port back from helping us to make delicious homemade pasta 
noodles and daringly- ravioli this year!  Come to Jonathan and Melanie's house at 5:00 sharp to roll 
up your sleeves and dive in. A pizza dinner and fun to follow! 
 
Sunday, February 19

th, 9 a.m.  Quarterly Meeting for Worship and Business, Solebury 
Friends (full program and details below).  No Adult Class at Fallsington. 

Sunday, February 26
th

, 10 a.m.  Peace & Service Committee will present poetry and prose 
for Black History month. 

Sunday, March 4, 9:30 -11:00  a.m.  Meeting for Business.  Come participate in the life of the 
Meeting.  All are welcome.  Your voice is important; let it be heard! 

http://fallsingtonfriends.wordpress.com/


Quarterly Meeting for Worship and Business, Solebury Friends Meeting, 2680 Sugan Road, 
New Hope, PA 18938.  Contact: Holly Olson hollybqc@verizon.net   

Schedule of Events:  
9:30: Refreshments and registration 
10:00-10:45: Meeting for Worship  
10:00-Noon: Children’s Program: The children will join in the regular first day school activities 
exploring the Parable of the Talents through stories, art, games and other activities.   
11:00-Noon: Adult Program: Pooh Collins, a member of Solebury Friends Meeting and an Art and 
Religion teacher at Buckingham Friends School, will be making a presentation on an integrated 
art/religion curriculum that she has developed.  It is unique to BFS and is a blend of academic and 
artistic expressions of our world’s different belief systems.  
Noon to 1:00 pm: Simple lunch of soups, breads, desserts and beverages provided by Solebury Friends  
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm:  Business Meeting. We will hear stories and reports from Doylestown, Makefield 
and Quakertown Meetings, as well as Friends Home and Friends Village, United Friends School, the 
Bucks Quarter Outreach Committee, BQ Treasurer, Budget and Nominating Committee and BQ 
Coordinator. The Budget and Nominating Committee will present any nominations to PYM for 
approval as well as the preliminary budget for 2012-1013. 

 

Worship & Ministry program held on Saturday, January 28th: a good sized group of 
Friends from Fallsington and other meetings around the Quarter came for a special program on 
Expectant Listening, led by Michael Wajda.  Friends appreciated what Michael shared and many of 
us gained new insights into how to understand what God is calling us to do.  The potluck supper 
afterwards was hearty and enjoyable, as always, in the company of Friends.  Thanks to everyone who 
came out for this special program.  
 
Are you looking to deepen your spiritual life? Ever thought about taking a course at Pendle Hill, or 
taking part in a Spiritual formation group? The Worship & Ministry committee requested a small 
amount of funds in the budget to help Friends who are seeking to nourish their Quaker faith. Let us 
know if this would help you make that decision! - ~ from the Worship & Ministry committee 

Friends, you may have noticed an addition to the front page – our website is up and running!  A 
big thanks to Lisa Collins for getting it started, and we are in the process of keeping it up to date.  If 
you receive the newsletter by email, you can simply click on the link to visit it.  We also have an 
active Facebook page, so if you use Facebook (and if you don’t, it’s easy to sign up), stop by!  Any 
Facebook user can post, or if you have pictures, etc. to upload, contact any committee clerk. 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Fallsington-Friends-Meeting/306330566066514 

mailto:hollybqc@verizon.net
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Fallsington-Friends-Meeting/306330566066514


Friends, beginning this month, we will be running a new series, Friend of the Month, profiling 
members of our Meeting.  We are starting off with our beloved Marge Schier.   

 

Friend of the Month: Marjorie Schier  

By Jonathan Sprout 

Fallsington Meeting member Marjorie Schier was born in 1918 on 
her parents’ claim in Cutbank, Montana.  When she was very young, 
several years of drought made farming difficult and they moved to 
Minnesota to be near her mother’s Norwegian family.  One of six 
sisters, she graduated from the University of Minnesota with a major 

in English.      in English. 

It was during WWII, in the early 1940s when Marge moved to Washington DC to work at the Times 
Herald newspaper.  When her husband, Ernest, “the handsomest man I’d ever seen,” was drafted into 
the Army Air force, Marge took over his job as drama critic.  She interviewed many well-known 
people, including Frank Sinatra, who, frankly, did not impress her.  First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, 
however, did impress Marge and her fellow newspaper folk with a lovely visit to the Times Herald.  
Mrs. Roosevelt offered some kindly advice: “When someone you are interviewing says something ‘off 
the record,’ keep it that way.  If you don’t, after that, no one will ever tell you anything.” 

When the Times Herald folded in the 1950s, the family, including four children, moved to Bucks 
County.  Ernest went to work for Philadelphia area newspapers, continuing as a drama critic, and 
Marge contributed features to the local newspapers. The family joined Fallsington Meeting then, and 
the life of the meeting was a great influence on the young family.  Friends General Conferences at 
Cape May, day camp at the meeting, summer camp at Onas, and Guilford College are all fondly 
remembered. 

“Having my babies was the best thing in my entire life,” says Marge.  Even so, she managed to 
channel her passion for writing and journalism into teaching school for over twenty-five years, 
mainly in the Pennsbury School District.  She taught honors English classes at Medill Bair Middle 
School and sponsored the newspaper club which published the very popular Baironet school paper. 

 Marjorie (on left) and her 
sister Dorothy Poore in 1936 



Marge met internationally acclaimed author Pearl Buck at a party.  She managed to arrange for a 
once-in-a-lifetime field trip which included a hundred of her students.  They all paid a memorable 
visit to a welcoming and gracious Ms. Buck at her home in northern Bucks County. 

The Eugene O’Neil Theater Center in Waterford, CT engaged Marge’s talents with publicity for many 
years.  She wrote reviews that were read far and wide across America and in many other countries.  
Marge recalls getting to know a young, charming, very talented Yale University graduate by the 
name of Meryl Streep.   

Marge’s daughter Johanna and musician John Hall were married at the Fallsington Meetinghouse in 
1969.  John and Johanna were later advised by Janis Joplin to write songs together, and Janis 
recorded one of their first.  It was on the flip side of “Me and Bobby McGee” which topped the US 
singles chart in 1971.  John formed a band called Orleans.  Most of the band’s songs were penned by 
Johanna (lyrics) and John (music), including “Dance With Me” and “Still the One” which was recently 
honored for having received its 6,000,000th broadcast airing.  Members still recall the resonance and 
joy John occasionally tickled out of the ivories in the old piano that still resides in our Meetinghouse.  
(John went on to become a United States Congressman from upstate NY). 

The Schier International Acclaim genes have passed on to grandchild Chris Cole who is a world-
renowned multiple gold-medal-winning street skate boarder. 

Ever the family person, at the age of 70, in 1988, Marge began her phase of taking numerous “three-
corner trips,” as she called them.  She would fly to one city in order to visit one of her children and 
grandchildren, then fly on to another city elsewhere in the US to visit another family, and eventually 
fly back home to PA. 

Marge edited the Fallsington Meeting Newsletter for over thirty years, using her organizational skills 
to help unify and inform our membership.  Her gifts to our Fallsington Meeting will be long 
remembered and cherished. 

You can meet the approachable, highly lovable and always-optimistic Marge Schier and her son Bill 
on any given Sunday at our Fallsington Meetinghouse where worship begins at 11:00 AM. 















Snipes Farm and Education Center invites you for a movie and popcorn to watch Queen of the 
Sun  this Saturday, 7pm at Jonathan and Melanie's home. It is our bee keeper's favorite film about 
sustainable bee keeping. Come for inspiration and fellowship!  RSVP is helpful (Colleen 214-295-
1139 Ext. 102), but don't hesitate to come at the last minute, if that's how your day is running. 
 
Feb 25th We Can Do It Day sponsored by Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 9:15-3:30 at Friends 
Center, downtown Philadelphia. A day to find new ways to put joy, good health and good practice 
into committee life. Friends Center is the greenest building in Philadelphia- completely off the grid- 
so going has double intrigue and appeal- check it out!  Melanie is going and would love to go with 
others, so let her know if you are interested. 
 
Friends, please don’t forget the donation box for non-perishable food items.  We 
recently received a letter of appreciation from the Emergency Relief Association.  Our donations 
contributed to their being able to provide over 200,000 meals to families, children, and seniors.   
If we all remember to bring one or two items each Sunday, we can do even more this year!  The box 
is located in the corner just beyond the front table and bulletin board.  Many thanks to Maryly 
Hossain for all her devoted work on this! 

 


 
Thanks to all who donated "squibs" for this newsletter.  If you have news or items for next month's 
newsletter, please send them to Marion Snipes at garden6877@verizon.net   
 
Friends, if you are not currently on the list to receive the monthly newsletter and would like to be 
added, or know of others who would like to receive it, please send email addresses to Liza DiMino: 
ldimino@yahoo.com. 
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